Foreword

How can our government ensure
economic opportunity for all?

That question has long been the guidepost for LISC’s federal
public policy efforts. For more than 40 years, we have drawn on
our community investment experience to advance policies that
fuel affordable housing, economic development, health, education,
safety, and jobs, all designed to help families and communities
thrive. While government tools and resources, on their own, are not
sufficient to address the nation’s interconnected challenges, we
know from experience that federal programs are critical, helping
attract private capital to places it might not otherwise flow, and
creating pathways to opportunity for families and communities.

In this document, we provide a revised federal policy blueprint,
updated from our original report issued in 2020 for building a
broadly shared prosperity. Much has changed since 2020, as we've
navigated from emergency COVID-19 responses back towards

our sustained push for economic equality and social justice. With
Republicans securing control of the House of Representatives, we
are also now working with a divided federal government, placing an
even greater emphasis on finding bipartisan solutions.

There is no one-size-fits-all solution, of course, which is why
these recommendations span 17 federal agencies. Our hope is to
offer the Administration and Congress a view of what works to
expand economic opportunity—from rural broadband to small
business support and affordable child care to homeownership
—based on our $29.7 billion in community investments to date
throughout the country.
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And still, we know much more is needed. We are committed to
pursuing action on the items highlighted in this document, as well
as to identifying additional opportunities for policy development
and advocacy in the coming months and years.

We are proud of our work over the years, as we have tested

new ideas, developed new partnerships, and tied the lessons

we have learned to new programs and policy approaches. We
continue to leverage the expertise of our staff in 38 local LISC
program offices and a rural investment program that reaches
more than 2,200 counties in 49 states, as well as that of LISC
affiliates focused on affordable housing, community facilities, and
businesses nationwide.

An effective base of federal policies is critical to our national
economy and to the well-being of all Americans. We invite you to
read through these policy proposals, consider the opportunities
they present, and join us in advocating for a strong and growing
economy that works for everyone.

Fie L Mtrser, Tl o —

Lisa L. Glover Matt Josephs
LISC CEO LISC SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
FOR POLICY

i | Lisc Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



Table of Contents

=

Executive Summary

Capacity Building, Leadership, and Innovation 6

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance 7
Investing in HUD’s Section 4 Capacity Building for

Community Development and Affordable Housing Program ... 7
Enhancing the USDA’s Rural Community Development Initiative.........coooocoooeeevcooecevcccoece. 8
Increasing HUD'’s Technical ASSIStanCe RESOUICES..............ccoovvvveeeveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 8
Continuing the Rural Partners NETWOIK ... 9
Fostering Innovation 9
Supporting the Social Impact Partnerships to Pay for Results ACt..........ccooovcooervveccoerrvecceeenn. 9
Incorporating Pay for Success Concepts Across Federal AGENCIES .......coooovvvvvvcccoeeeeeer. 10
National Service 11
Robustly Funding the AmeriCorps State and National Programs ..., 12
Enacting the America’s Call to Improve Opportunities Now (ACTION)

FOr NGTIONAI SEIVICE ACT ... 12
Supporting the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award Tax Relief ACt..........ccccooovvvvcccooercerc. 13
Continuing Funding for the Economic Mobility COIPS ... 13
Economic Development 14
Community Development Programs 15
Improving and Enhancing the Community Development Block Grant Program ............. 15
Strengthening Economic Development Administration InitiativesS...........cccooooovvvccoooerrev. 16
Funding Brownfield REeVITAHZATION ... 18
Investing in Broadband INfraStrUCTUIE ............o...coooooiieeeeoeeeeee e 18
Investing in Creative PlaCemMaKING ... 19
Improving the Community Facilities Relending Program ..., 20

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



v |

Table of Contents

Funding the Community Economic Development Grant Program ..., 20
Implementing the Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grant Program.................... 21
Investing in Community Development Financial Institutions 21
Robustly FUNding the CDFI FUNG ..........oooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 22
Reauthorizing the CDFI FUNG ..o 22
Authorizing a Tax Credit for Investments in CDFIS ... 23
Providing CDFIs with Resources to Support Disaster Recovery Efforts ... 23
Scaling CDFI Climate Financing and Technical Assistance Activities...........ccccoovrvvenenn.n. 23
Public-Private Partnerships 24
Enhancing the New Markets Tax Credit Program ... 24
Improving the Opportunity ZoNes INILatiVe ... 25
Strengthening the Community ReiNVeSTMENT ACT ... 26
Small Business Lending 27
Strengthening Capital and Technical Assistance Programs for Small Business ... 27
Providing Flexible Resources to States and Localities to Support

SMall BUSINESS LENTING ......oooooooiiesee e 28
Funding the Expansion of the Minority Business Development Agency............covvveeee..... 29
Transit-Oriented Development 29
Establishing a Federal Transit-Oriented Development Loan Fund for CDFls .................. 30
Ensuring Equitable Federal Infrastructure INVvesStments ... 30
Dedicating Federal Resources to Support Equitable TOD Planning and Projects........... 31

Education 32

Charter School Financing 33
Strengthening the Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities Program................ 33
Robustly Funding Public EQUCETION ... 34
SUPPOItING SAfE SCNOOIS ......oooooeee e 35
Early Childhood Facilities 35
Establishing Dedicated Federal Funding for Child Care Facilities ..., 36
Facilitating Co-Location of Child Care Facilities with Affordable Housing .................... 36
Providing Capacity Building Resources for Early Childhood Businesses ............c.......... 36

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



v

Table of Contents

Postsecondary Education 37
Expanding Pell Grant ENGIDIILY ... 37
Investing in Community Colleges and Promoting Sector Partnerships ..., 38
Supporting Funding and Research Partnerships with HBCUS..........cccooocooovrvciooereccoeec 39

Family Income and Wealth Building 41

Credit and Savings 42
Ensuring Affordable Access to Banking and Financial Products ..., 42
Increasing Protections Against Predatory LENAING ... 43
Building Stronger Credit HISTOMES ... 44
Supporting Matched-Savings ACCOUNTS ... eeesesseseees e 44
Increasing Funding for the Family Self-Sufficiency Program ... 45
Creating a Federal Baby BONd PrOSram ... 46
Establishing a National Financial INClusion Strategy ... 46
Increasing Incomes and Access to Income Supports 47
Increasing the Federal Minimum WaZE ..o 47
Expanding and Improving the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit............... 48
Strengthening the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program ..., 48
Removing Asset Limits for Benefits EligiDility ... 49
Workforce Development 50
Strengthening the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity ACt ... 50
Funding the SNAP Employment and Training Program at Robust Levels........................ 52
Expanding Career Pathways through Bridge Programming,

Apprenticeships, and Community COIEEES ... 52
AAVaNCING DIGItal SKIllING, ... 54
Financial Coaching 55
Connecting Financial Coaching 10 WIOA ... ... 55
Using the CFPB Penalty Fund to Support Financial Coaching ..., 56
Increasing Federal FUNAING fOr VITA SIES ... 56

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



vi |

Table of Contents

Digital Inclusion 57
Increasing the Affordability of Internet Access and Related Devices ..., 58
Investing in Community-Based Digital Training and SUPPOIt ... 59

Health 61

Healthy Food 62
Increasing Funding for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative at USDA ... 62
Continuing Funding for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative at the CDFI Fund ............. 62
Adopting the Healthy Food Access for All AMericans ACt ... 63
Provision of Health Care 63
Investing Substantially in Community Health Center Operations and Facilities ........... 63
Strengthening Support of Telehealth INIAtVES ..o 64
Investing in Community Health WOIKETS ... 65
Social Determinants of Health 66

Leveraging Medicaid Funding Streams to Address Social Determinants of Health ....66

Adopting the LINC to Address SocCial NEEdS ACE ... 67
Strengthening Non-Profit Hospitals” Community Health Needs Assessments ............. 68
Incentivizing Community Development Activities Among Health Insurers ... 68

Housing 70

Affordable Rental Housing 71
Enhancing and Expanding the Affordable Housing Tax Credit ..., 71
Strengthening the HOME Program ... 72
Enhancing and Improving the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program ................. 72

Protecting the Capital Magnet FUN ...

Supporting Rural Multifamily Rental Housing

Expanding the Housing Choice VOUChEr PrOSram ... 74
Supporting GSE Investments in Multifamily Rental HOUSING ..o 76
Reestablishing the FHA Risk-Sharing Program ... 77
Providing More Protections From EVICHIONS ..o 78
Supporting Service Coordinators for Assisted Housing Residents ..., 78

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



vii |

Table of Contents

Implementing the Green and Resilient Retrofit Program..............cccoooevcoooeceecccioneen 78
Implementing the Home Efficiency and Electrification Rebate Programs ....................... 79
Fair Housing 79
Homelessness 80
Increasing Funding for HUD's Homeless Assistance Programs ... 80
Increasing Resources and Innovations in Supportive Housing for Veterans .................. 81
Continuing the Interagency Council on HOMEIESSNESS .......ccooovvoooervveceeeecceeeeceeeeeeeee 81
Homeownership 82
Enacting the Neighborhood Homes Investment ACt ... 82
Expanding Down-Payment ASSISTANCE ..o 82
Creating a Place-Based Affordable Homeownership Program.........ccccoovvccooereccoerrvcciene, 83
Enacting Federal Land Bank Le@iSIation ... 83
Expanding Housing Counseling INMAtIVES ... 84
Preventing Exploitative INVeStMENT PraCtiCeS...........c...oimiiiiissseseessesniennan 84
Expanding Homeownership Opportunities Through GSE Reform ..., 84
Expanding the Availability of HOUSING BONAS ......cooooovvooooon 85
Increasing Protections and Opportunities in Manufactured HOUSING ..., 85
Increasing Federal Support for Rural and Tribal Homeownership.........occcooovvvooeevevccceeceecnn. 86
Expanding the Rural Home Repair Program ... 87

Safety and Justice 88

Community Safety 89
Providing Funding for Community-Based Violence Intervention

AN Prevention PrOZIAMS ....... ... 89
Supporting the Rural Violent Crime Reduction Initiative (RVCRI) .......ooooooooooiriievcicoe 90
Sustaining the Byrne Criminal Justice Innovation Program ..., 90
Providing Funding for Community Safety Coordinators ... 91
Supporting Comprehensive Law Enforcement Training ..o 91

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



viii |

Table of Contents

Justice 92

Funding Pre-entry and Reentry Programming ... 93

Addressing School-Based Violence and VIiCtimization ... 93

Supporting the George Floyd Justice in POIICING ACt ..o 94

APPENDIX A

Our Policy Lens on Racial Equity 97
APPENDIX B

Our Policy Lens on Rural America 104
APPENDIX C

Our Policy Lens on Disaster Recovery

and Climate Resilience 110
APPENDIX D

Programs/Proposals by Federal Agency 113

LISC Policy Priorities 2023-2024 VERSION 1 | MAY 2023



	_Hlk129725284
	_Hlk131759580
	Executive Summary
	Capacity Building, Leadership, and Innovation
	Capacity Building and Technical Assistance 
	Investing in HUD’s Section 4 Capacity Building for Community Development and Affordable Housing Program 
	Enhancing the USDA’s Rural Community Development Initiative
	Increasing HUD’s Technical Assistance Resources
	Continuing the Rural Partners Network

	Fostering Innovation
	Supporting the Social Impact Partnerships to Pay for Results Act
	Incorporating Pay for Success Concepts Across Federal Agencies 

	National Service 
	Robustly Funding the AmeriCorps State and National Programs 
	Enacting the America’s Call to Improve Opportunities Now (ACTION) for National Service Act
	Supporting the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award Tax Relief Act
	Continuing Funding for the Economic Mobility Corps


	Economic Development
	Community Development Programs
	Improving and Enhancing the Community Development Block Grant Program 
	Strengthening Economic Development Administration Initiatives
	Funding Brownfield Revitalization 
	Investing in Broadband Infrastructure
	Investing in Creative Placemaking
	Improving the Community Facilities Relending Program 
	Funding the Community Economic Development Grant Program 
	Implementing the Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grant Program

	Investing in Community Development Financial Institutions
	Robustly Funding the CDFI Fund
	Reauthorizing the CDFI Fund 
	Authorizing a Tax Credit for Investments in CDFIs 
	Providing CDFIs with Resources to Support Disaster Recovery Efforts 
	Scaling CDFI Climate Financing and Technical Assistance Activities

	Public-Private Partnerships
	Enhancing the New Markets Tax Credit Program
	Improving the Opportunity Zones Initiative 
	Strengthening the Community Reinvestment Act 

	Small Business Lending
	Strengthening Capital and Technical Assistance Programs for Small Business 
	Providing Flexible Resources to States and Localities to Support Small Business Lending 
	Funding the Expansion of the Minority Business Development Agency

	Transit-Oriented Development
	Establishing a Federal Transit-Oriented Development Loan Fund for CDFIs 
	Ensuring Equitable Federal Infrastructure Investments
	Dedicating Federal Resources to Support Equitable TOD Planning and Projects


	Education
	Charter School Financing 
	Strengthening the Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities Program
	Robustly Funding Public Education 
	Supporting Safe Schools

	Early Childhood Facilities
	Establishing Dedicated Federal Funding for Child Care Facilities 
	Facilitating Co-Location of Child Care Facilities with Affordable Housing 
	Providing Capacity Building Resources for Early Childhood Businesses 

	Postsecondary Education
	Expanding Pell Grant Eligibility 
	Investing in Community Colleges and Promoting Sector Partnerships
	Supporting Funding and Research Partnerships with HBCUs


	Family Income and Wealth Building 
	Credit and Savings
	Ensuring Affordable Access to Banking and Financial Products 
	Increasing Protections Against Predatory Lending 
	Building Stronger Credit Histories 
	Supporting Matched-Savings Accounts 
	Increasing Funding for the Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
	Creating a Federal Baby Bond Program
	Establishing a National Financial Inclusion Strategy

	Increasing Incomes and Access to Income Supports 
	Increasing the Federal Minimum Wage 
	Expanding and Improving the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit
	Strengthening the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program 
	Removing Asset Limits for Benefits Eligibility

	Workforce Development
	Strengthening the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
	Funding the SNAP Employment and Training Program at Robust Levels
	Expanding Career Pathways through Bridge Programming, Apprenticeships, and Community Colleges 
	Advancing Digital Skilling 

	Financial Coaching
	Connecting Financial Coaching to WIOA 
	Using the CFPB Penalty Fund to Support Financial Coaching 
	Increasing Federal Funding for VITA Sites 

	Digital Inclusion
	Increasing the Affordability of Internet Access and Related Devices 
	Investing in Community-Based Digital Training and Support 


	Health
	Healthy Food
	Increasing Funding for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative at USDA 
	Continuing Funding for the Healthy Food Financing Initiative at the CDFI Fund 
	Adopting the Healthy Food Access for All Americans Act

	Provision of Health Care
	Investing Substantially in Community Health Center Operations and Facilities 
	Strengthening Support of Telehealth Initiatives 
	Investing in Community Health Workers

	Social Determinants of Health
	Leveraging Medicaid Funding Streams to Address Social Determinants of Health 
	Adopting the LINC to Address Social Needs Act
	Strengthening Non-Profit Hospitals’ Community Health Needs Assessments 
	Incentivizing Community Development Activities Among Health Insurers 


	Housing
	Affordable Rental Housing
	Enhancing and Expanding the Affordable Housing Tax Credit 
	Strengthening the HOME Program 
	Enhancing and Improving the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program 
	Protecting the Capital Magnet Fund 
	Supporting Rural Multifamily Rental Housing 
	Expanding the Housing Choice Voucher Program 
	Supporting GSE Investments in Multifamily Rental Housing 
	Reestablishing the FHA Risk-Sharing Program 
	Providing More Protections From Evictions 
	Supporting Service Coordinators for Assisted Housing Residents 
	Implementing the Green and Resilient Retrofit Program
	Implementing the Home Efficiency and Electrification Rebate Programs 

	Fair Housing
	Homelessness
	Increasing Funding for HUD’s Homeless Assistance Programs 
	Increasing Resources and Innovations in Supportive Housing for Veterans 
	Continuing the Interagency Council on Homelessness 

	Homeownership
	Enacting the Neighborhood Homes Investment Act 
	Expanding Down-Payment Assistance 
	Creating a Place-Based Affordable Homeownership Program
	Enacting Federal Land Bank Legislation 
	Expanding Housing Counseling Initiatives 
	Preventing Exploitative Investment Practices
	Expanding Homeownership Opportunities Through GSE Reform 
	Expanding the Availability of Housing Bonds 
	Increasing Protections and Opportunities in Manufactured Housing 
	Increasing Federal Support for Rural and Tribal Homeownership
	Expanding the Rural Home Repair Program 


	Safety and Justice
	Community Safety
	Providing Funding for Community-Based Violence Intervention and Prevention Programs
	Supporting the Rural Violent Crime Reduction Initiative (RVCRI)
	Sustaining the Byrne Criminal Justice Innovation Program
	Providing Funding for Community Safety Coordinators 
	Supporting Comprehensive Law Enforcement Training 

	Justice
	Funding Pre-entry and Reentry Programming 
	Addressing School-Based Violence and Victimization 
	Supporting the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 


	Racial Equity
	Rural America
	Disaster Recovery and Resilience
	Programs/Proposals by Federal Agency

