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Policy Development



The Orchid Montessori Center for Inclusive 
Education is a team of teachers, therapeutic professionals 
and parents, passionate about providing a high-quality early 
learning experience for every child. Our extensive, diverse 
professional backgrounds have allowed us to design a unique 
approach that allows each individual child to thrive. 

The Center is a collaboration between Orchid Montessori and 
Access Speech and Allied Therapies, a program of the nonprofit 
Autism Included. We have three small early childhood 
classrooms serving toddlers and preschoolers. Access Therapy 
has a satellite office in the building to provide push-in 
therapeutic services throughout the day for students who 
qualify.



Purpose
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A concept recognizing 
that neurological 
differences are natural 
variations of the human 
brain.

Neurodiversity

An approach that seeks 
to include children of all 
abilities in shared 
learning environments.

Inclusive 
Education

Autism

A form of neurodivergence 
with unique communication, 
sensory, and social processing 
differences.

Neurodivergent conditions 
can include autism, ADHD, 
dyslexia, dyspraxia, and 
Tourette syndrome.

Key Legislation:

- Rehabilitation Act (1973)

- Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)



What Exactly is Inclusion?

Definition of Disability

According to the CDC, 
“A disability is any 
condition of the body or 
mind (impairment) that 
makes it more difficult 
for the person with the 
condition to do certain 
activities (activity 
limitation) and interact 
with the world around 
them (participation 
restrictions).”

Invisible Disabilities

While awareness of 
visible disabilities has 
been common for 
centuries, there has 
been a great deal of 
societal change in 
recent decades in 
terms of the 
acknowledgement of 
“invisible disabilities,” 
which can be medical, 
psychological, or 
cognitive in nature.

Definition of Inclusion

According to the Inclusive 
Schools Network (ISN), 
“Inclusion is a philosophy 
of acceptance; it is much 
more than being in the 
same room… Effective 
inclusion creates a space 
where all students are 
able to participate.”



Practical Benefits of Inclusive Programming for Child Care Programs 

The practical benefits of designing a 
program and facilities that meet or 
exceed the standards outlined in 
ADA include:

• Reduced legal risks
• ADA Compliance & Equal 

Access
• Provider Rights and 

Responsibilities

• Simplified licensing and 
permitting

• Positioning as a high-quality 
program

As public awareness of 
neurodiversity increases, 
expectations for inclusion 
will continue to increase.
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Why Should Child Care 
Program Developers and 
Operators Consider 
Inclusive Programming? 

Growing Demand: The CDC has 
found that 15-20% of the U.S. 
population is neurodivergent, 
driving demand for inclusive 
programs.

Benefits for Families: Inclusive 
programs benefit families by 
allowing siblings to attend the same 
facility and creating continuity in 
care.

Funding and Quality Benchmarks: 
The National Association for the 
Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC)’s position on inclusive 
programming is that it’s a marker 
of high-quality early education 
and a criterion for grants and 
evaluations.
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Support for Neurodivergent 
Learners: Neurodivergent children 
benefit from inclusive settings 
where differences are respected 
and supported.

Positive Developmental Outcomes: Research 
shows that inclusive settings foster social, 
academic, and emotional growth for 
neurodivergent children. Exposure to diverse 
environments aids neurotypical and 
neurodivergent children alike. 

Research 
supports that 
inclusion 
benefits ALL 
students.

Universal Design 
for Learning



Program Examples

Orchid Montessori Center for Inclusive 
Education
Rhode Island
This program is a partnership between Orchid 
Montessori School and Access Speech and 
Allied Therapies. Access has a satellite office 
on the school campus and can provide push-
in support to students with speech, OT, and 
mental health support needs throughout the 
day. 

In the Montessori classroom, each child 
progresses through the curriculum at their 
own pace, making this method a natural fit 
for inclusion classrooms.
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https://orchidmontessorischool.org/
https://orchidmontessorischool.org/
https://www.autismincluded.org/programs/access-speech
https://www.autismincluded.org/programs/access-speech


Program Examples

The Discovery Preschools
Pennsylvania
“Our educational methodology, Creative Curriculum, is 
research-based, play-based, and child-driven. The 
curriculum model notes developmental milestones year-
over-year based on large, national norms. Children are 
instructed at their developmental level, not necessarily 
chronological age. All domains are equally weighted to 
ensure that we are teaching to the “whole child.” These 
include cognition, social-emotional development, arts 
and physical development.”.
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Image Source: https://thediscoverypreschools.com/gallery/

https://thediscoverypreschools.com/2023/07/14/promoting-neurodiversity/


Program Examples

Ave del Paraíso Montessori School  
Puerto Rico
Ave del Paraiso Montessori serves children 
from ages 1 - 6 years. Its mission is to center 
students with neurodiversity and functional 
diversity. Through its partnership with a local 
foundation and therapeutic practice 
(Fundación Superhéroes), it provides the 
space and support for each child to learn 
and grow, reaching their full potential at their 
own pace.
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Image Source: https://www.wildflowerschools.org/post/puerto-rico-
partnerships-seed-new-progress

https://www.wildflowerschools.org/post/puerto-rico-partnerships-seed-new-progress
https://www.fundacionsuperheroes.com/


Program Examples

Play Do Learn School
Tennessee
“At Play, Do, Learn, we believe inclusion is “the active 
participation of every child in every activity.”  This 
means that we educate and involve children with 
special needs in classrooms and everyday activities 
with their typically-developing peers. Children enrolled 
in our preschool have been diagnosed with a special 
need or developmental delay ranging from Down 
syndrome, autism, cerebral palsy, language delays, 
etc.”
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Image Source: https://www.srvs.org/playdolearn

https://www.srvs.org/playdolearn


Program Examples

Green Lily Behavioral Health
Minnesota
“Our staff prioritizes the needs of the children 
while maintaining a trauma informed and 
neurodiversity affirming environment. We work 
to create an inclusive classroom community 
where all kids feel safe to express their 
emotions with staff equipped to handle them 
and assist in co-regulation and restorative 
practices.”
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Image Source: 
https://greenlilybehavioralhealth.com/intensive-
childcare

https://greenlilybehavioralhealth.com/intensive-childcare


Program Examples

Elizabeth Academy Primary School
Utah
“Our Early Intervention Services are provided to 
the children in our Infant, Toddler, and Early 
Childhood classrooms at both our Elizabeth 
Academy and Garfield School campuses.  This 
service package includes intensive classroom-
based Speech and Language Therapy support, as 
well as Physical Therapy (PT), Occupational 
Therapy (OT), and Music Therapy support and 
consultation services within the classroom.”
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Image Source: https://www.elizabethacademy.com/

https://www.elizabethacademyprimaryschool.com/


Program Examples

Cozy Care Nursery School and Childcare
Ohio
This home-based child care program received a 
grant from the State of Ohio earning the new 
“Inclusive Child Care Program” designation. In 
order to qualify, the preschool’s staff had to 
participate in a professional development 
workshop to earn a Professional Early Childhood 
Inclusion Credential (PECIC).

Providers who have earned this credential appear 
in a searchable database for inclusive programs 
and qualify for additional training and grants.

.

14Image Source: https://cozycare.info/

https://cozycare.info/
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/8f3c70a7-7c5e-4c45-95ed-f9735ae13bb5/ICCP-Designation-FAQ-08102023-Final.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-providers/resources/ohio-promise-child-care-inclusion-program


Resources and Further Information

● Autism Included Website: 
www.autismincluded.org

● Additional Reading and Professional 
Development
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http://www.autismincluded.org/
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